THE  SUN   AND  THE  SERPENT

tribes or clans, of which the Kathias are amongst
the most powerful.

These people, notwithstanding their con-
version to Islam, are proud of their Kshatriya
descent; but, of course,, they no longer worship
the Naga demi-gods. They still retain the
handsome features and fine physique by which
the Greeks were so much impressed.1 Their
sacred groves, once the abode of the gods, are
still religiously preserved. In them no tree is
felled, nor even a branch broken. These are
now used as burial-places, and bodies are brought
from long distances to be laid in them.-

Women, amongst these people, are still allowed
much more freedom than is generally the case in
India. They are not secluded j the daughters,
like the heroines of the Mahabharata, are married
as grown-up young women; and infant marriage
is unknown. The men allow their hair and
beards to grow, as described by the Greek writers ;
and the youths go bareheaded till they reach*
manhood, when the father ties a scanty pagri,
or turban, (the1 fillet of Strabo 2), round his son's
head. Until recently this ceremony was not
performed till the youth had shown his prowess,
by killing an enemy, or by lifting cattle. I once
heard a village patriarch acknowledge that this
was the custom of his people, and he added,
1 Quintus Curtius, ix. 149. 2 Strabo, Geog. XV. i. 71,
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